letat. 63.]          Richardson and Fielding.
retted that you would hang yourself'. But you must read dm for the sentiment, and consider the story as only givinir ,ccasion to the sentiment.'—I have already given my opin-011 of Fielding; but I cannot refrain from repeating here ny wonder at Johnson's excessive and unaccountable depre-:iation of one of the best writers that England has produced. Tom Jones has stood the test of publick opinion with such success, as to have established its great merit, both for the story, the sentiments, and the manners, and also the varieties D£ diction, so as to leave no doubt of its having an animated truth of execution throughout9.
A book of travels, lately published under the title of Ct*-riat Junior, and written by Mr. Paterson*, was mentioned. Johnson said, this book was an imitation of Sterne*, and n«»( of Coriat, whose name Paterson had chosen as a whimsical
1  Johnson wrote to Richardson of Clarissa, 'though the Mtmv i"> long, every letter is short.'    lie begged him to add an ///«/;• i /,•>;/-••*. 'for Clarissa is not a performance to be read with eagerness, and laut aside for ever; but will be occasionally consulted by the bu^v, the aged, and the studious.'    Richardson's (J'W.v. v. .',Ki.
2  'Our immortal Fielding was of the younger branch of the Karh of Denbigh, who draw their origin from the Count,1* of Ilah'-lnit}*. ttjr lineal descendants of Kltrico, in the seventh century Puke of AKuv, Far different have been the fortunes of the Knglish and (»enn;w divisions of the family of Habsburg: the former, the knights arid '<hni!l-. of Leicestershire, have slowly risen to the dignity of u peerage: th** latter, the Emperors of Germany and Kings of Spain, have tiiivafrnril the liberty of the old, and invaded the treasures of the new \u»thl. The successors of Charles the Fifth may disdain their birthim «»i England; but the romance, of Tom Jattt's, that exquisite pulure ««f human manners, will outlive the palace of the Ksetirial, and the iw|»r-rial eagle of the house of Austria.'  Gibbon's ,J//V, Jf W/-i, j, 4,   Ki« h ardson, five years after Tom Jones was published, wrote (r Wy,x v, -7«;» —' Its run is over, even with us.    Is it true that Fnusee hud virtue enough to refuse a license for such a profligate perfonwinee ?'
8 Mr. Samuel Paterson, eminent for his knowledge of books. Hus-WELL. In the first two editions this note does not apjw.ir, hut Mr. Paterson is described as' the auctioneer.1 See p,mtt Aug. f, 1770,
4 Mr. Paterson, in a pamphlet, produced some: evidence to -.hrw that his work was written before Sterne's Sentimtntttl /wnsv *\* pcared. BOSWELL.
